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JUST THE FACTS

A PUBLICATION FOR THE RESIDENTS OF PIGEON FORGE

COMMISSIONERS  
UPDATE
Earlene Teaster, 
City Manager

PIGEON FORGE  
COMMISSIONERS
David Wear, Mayor
Kevin McClure, Vice Mayor
Ken Maples 
Jay Ogle
Tony Watts

CITY HALL
8 a.m.–4:30 p.m.
Monday–Friday 
453-9061
City Hall wants to hear 
from you. Send questions 
and comments to cityhall@
cityofpigeonforge.com.

YOU ARE INVITED
The public is encouraged to  
attend the following Pigeon 
Forge meetings at City Hall:

City Council
Second and fourth  
Monday at 5:30 p.m.

City Planning 
Commission
Fourth Tuesday at 3 p.m.

CONTACT
If you have a story idea  
you would like to share, 
or if you would like to 
request more information 
on a story you read in 
this issue, please contact  
Jessica Nichols at the 
Department of Tourism 
at 429-7364.

KEEP IN TOUCH
Information about Pigeon 
Forge is right at your 
fingertips when 
you visit our website at 
CityofPigeonForge.com.

EVENTS OF INTEREST
New Year’s Eve at the Island 
The Island at Pigeon Forge 
Dec. 31

Dollywood’s Smoky 
Mountain Christmas 
Dollywood
Ending Jan. 4

Daddy Daughter Dance 
Pigeon Forge Community Center 
Feb. 8

Titanic Valentine Dinner 
Titanic Museum Attraction 
Feb. 14

Winterfest 
Ends Feb. 17

Boy Scouts Day 
Pirates Voyage Dinner & Show
March 7 

Winter Carnival of Magic
Country Tonite Theatre 
March 13-14

Dollywood's Festival  
of Nations 
Dollywood 
March 14

Corvette Expo 
LeConte Center in Pigeon Forge 
March 20-21

Winter is a time of reflection as one year ends 
and a new one begins. As I look back on 2019, 
I’m pleased to say it was a successful year for 
the city with infrastructure improvements, new 
business partners, and happy visitors. The past 
year has once again demonstrated that Pigeon 
Forge’s tourism industry continues to flourish 
and feed the growth of our city. 

Next year, we kick off a new decade of fun in 
Pigeon Forge with milestones like the 35th 
anniversary season of Dollywood theme park 
and the 30th anniversary of the award-winning 
Wilderness Wildlife Week event. We can’t wait to 
see what else 2020 has in store for our residents 
and visitors.  

Finally, I’d like to say thank you to each of you who 
live and/or work in Pigeon Forge. You graciously 
welcome guests to our city, and your hospitality 
keeps them coming back year after year. Thank 
you for making so many of our guests feel like 
Pigeon Forge is their second home. 

The City Commissioners and I wish all of you 
blessings this Christmas season and a happy 
and prosperous New Year!

MAILBOX OR ONLINE?
If you had a preference, would you rather receive your quarterly 
copy of The Messenger online as opposed to regular mail? If so, 
simply go to CityOfPigeonForge.com and sign up. 

The City of Pigeon Forge does not discriminate based on race, color or national 
origin in federal or state-sponsored programs, pursuant to Title VI of the Civil 
Rights Act of 1964 (42 U.S.C. 2000d).

The Mountain Mile is encouraging residents and guests to embrace 
the winter season with a spin around its seasonal ice-skating rink. 
The rink will be located on The Lawn at the Tower Shops through 
the winter months. Please visit the Mountain Mile & Tower Shops’ 
social media channels for updates, pricing, and hours of operation.

ICE SKATING AT THE MOUNTAIN MILE



Congratulations to Officers Candace Teaster and Kyle Andre who 
were named Officers of the Quarter. Officers Teaster and Andre were 
dispatched to a motor vehicle crash involving a vehicle that traveled 
down an embankment. Upon arrival, the officers found the driver severely 
injured and three children inside the vehicle. The children were uninjured 
and safely buckled in their child-safety seats. Officer Teaster provided 
medical attention to the driver while Officer Andre removed the three 
children from the vehicle. Once the fire department and ambulance service 
arrived, both officers took care of the children until family members 
arrived. Congratulations to both officers on a job well done!

PFPD NEWS

Laurel Creek Road, the only route to access the popular Cades Cove 
area of the national park, will be closed to automobiles, cyclists and 
pedestrians from Jan. 3, 2020, through Feb. 29, 2020.

DATES OF NOTE

The Pigeon Forge Department of 
Tourism’s Office of Special Events 
took home 23 Pinnacle Awards at 
the annual International Festival 
and Event Association convention 
in Williamsburg, Virginia. Many 
residents enjoy these award-winning 
events alongside our visitors, and 
we’d like to congratulate and thank 
the special events team on another 
year of award-winning events.

AWARD-WINNINNG EVENTS

It’s hard to imagine trains coming right into the Pigeon Forge area, but 
at one time, locomotives were a familiar sight at several locations. In 
August of 1916, a line ran through the Middle Creek area as well as down 
the spur. Prior to 1916, the original Knoxville Southern & Eastern (KS 
& E also known as the Slow & Easy) terminated at the first permanent 
Sevierville depot, just east of today’s Rose’s at 324 W. Main in Sevierville. 

The Pigeon River extension began at this location on W. Main. Although 
originally intended to reach the Tennessee/North Carolina border 
some 26 miles away, the railroad was only constructed as far as 
McCookville (which is about a mile south of Pigeon Forge on the 
east side of Little Pigeon River) where it was terminated. When the 
Pigeon River extension was announced, news articles stated that it 
would be one of the “best-engineered railroads in the region.”
 
Another railway, the Pigeon River Railroad, was incorporated in August 
1916. It bridged the river in Sevierville, left Sevierville in a southeast 
direction, ran south and entered the valley of the West Fork at Pigeon 
Forge. The railway then proceeded up the bank of the river to the 
community of McCookville.

PIGEON FORGE SCRAPBOOK

Pigeon Forge Fire Chief Tony Watson and the Pigeon Forge Fire Department 
are leading the efforts to recognize 145 fallen firefighters from the Volunteer 
State who lost their lives in service prior to 1981 through Tennessee Project 
Roll Call. Through the purchase of Challenge Coins, the initiative seeks 
to honor these heroes by raising $15,000 to add the fallen firefighters’ 
names to the national memorial located in Emmitsburg, Maryland. The 
145 names represent 25 communities throughout Tennessee. If you wish 
to purchase a Tennessee Project Roll Call Challenge Coin or learn more 
about the project, please stop by Fire Station 1 (3229 Rena Street).

PFFD NEWS

The Pigeon Forge Public Library is pleased to announce it now accepts 
passport applications on behalf of the U.S. Department of State. U.S. 
citizens planning international travel may apply for a passport on Mondays 
from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m., Tuesdays 9 a.m. to 6:30 p.m., Wednesdays through 
Fridays 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. and Saturdays 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. at 2449 Library 
Drive in Pigeon Forge (Traffic Light #2B).
  
Pigeon Forge City Manager Earlene Teaster says, “We believe this will 
prove to be a great convenience for local residents applying for first-time 
passports or renewing their current ones, and we are pleased to be able 
to provide this service to them, particularly on evenings and weekends.”
 
Appointments are not required but are recommended. Please call the 
library at 865.429.7490 to schedule an appointment.

For application forms, information on required documentation, fees, and 
a wealth of other passport and international travel information, visit the 
only official website for passport information at www.travel.state.gov.
 
You may also now visit the library to have documents notarized for a 
nominal fee. 
 
If you’ve recently given or received a gift of tablets or computers, 
keep in mind the library offers personalized training on your device 
at no charge. Contact the library staff to set up an appointment. For 
information on these or any other library services, call 865-429-7490, 
or visit www.pfpl.net or www.facebook.com/pflibrary.

LIBRARY UPDATE

The Pigeon River Railroad locomotive pushing on  
at the Middle Creek Depot on a snowy winter day.

COMMUNITY CENTER UPDATE
The Pigeon Forge Community 
Center will host the 7th Annual 
Daddy Daughter Dance on Feb. 
8 at the Courtyard Marriott 
Pigeon Forge (120 Community 
Center Drive). The dance will 
include a DJ spinning family 
favorites, a photo booth and 
light refreshments. The popular event will take place from 4 to 6 p.m. 
and admission is $20 per couple with a fee of $5 per additional child. 
Proceeds from the dance will benefit the Forever Parks Foundation. 
Tickets go on sale beginning Jan. 2 at the Community Center.


